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This past fall, three related corporations filed requests for preliminary permits with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) to study the possibility of  building three hydroelectric projects in the Denali Borough. They would 

be located on Bruskasna Creek, a popular fishing and boating destination off  the upper Nenana River; the Jack River, one of  
the larger tributaries of  the Nenana River, flowing northwest from the Talkeetna Mountains into the Nenana at Cantwell; and 
Carlo Creek, a steep creek flowing into the Nenana River from the Alaska Range, popular for hiking and close to several pri-
vate parcels.
     The contacts for all three 
corporations are Brent Smith 
(907-414-8223) of  Wasilla and 
Gordon Carlson (907-768-
2591) of  Cantwell. Carlson 
has promoted hydroelectric 
projects as a way for the vil-
lage of  Cantwell to obtain a 
sustainable source of  revenue, 
because much (but not all) 
of  the projects’ infrastructure 
would rest on Ahtna lands. The 
FERC permits recently applied 
for (and already granted in the 
case of  Jack River) authorize 
the project sponsors to con-
duct a variety of  studies on 
the conditions and impacts of  
these projects. DCC intends to 
request meetings with project 
sponsors and affected citizens 
as studies move forward. d

Three hydroelecTric ProjecTs under sTudy in denali Borough
by Hannah Ragland

Map of proposed Jack River Hyrdroelectric Project. North is to the left on this map.     
                                                               Map from Preliminary Permit Request

Map of proposed Carlo Creek 
Hydroelectric Project.  The 
Preliminary Permit for this project 
would authorize studies cover-
ing environmental, engineering, 
social and economic factors. 
Studies are expected to last up to 
three years.
Map from Perliminary Permit request
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TaBle comParing carlo creek, jack river and Bruskasna dam ProPosals wiTh susiTna-waTana ProPosal

Three hydro ProjecTs seek PermiTs continued from previous page

Map of proposed Bruskasna Creek 
Hyrdroelectric Project.  This project 
would involve the building of a 7 mile 
road from the first bridge on the Parks 
Highway north of Cantwell to the site 
along Bruskasna Creek, a tributary of the 
Nenana River.  
Map from Preliminary Permit Request

 
To read DCC's comments on the 
Preliminary Permit applications for each of 
these projects, visit our website,
http://www.denalicitizens.org.


